Article Content:
All submissions (with exception of reviews or perspectives… on special permission only), must include original results, and appropriate context to appreciate their significance. Standard or extended contributions will follow an identical format (only differing in the article’s length), while brief contributions are structured slightly differently.  Template files are provided to properly FORMAT your submission as a Word document, together with your images.
Below is a general summary of the required components for your contribution

Standard & Extended Contributions:
These are contributions ranging in length from ~2,500 – 12,000 words. This roughly translates to 8-40 pages when prepared as a single column, double spaced document, including figures and references.  The length does not matter – use what space is needed to summarize your work.  But as a rule of thumb: shorter = clearer. 
1. Title, authors & affiliations
Your title should be a brief, descriptive overview of your work (maximum 20 words or 150 characters). Avoid unnecessary terms such as “A study on…” Shorter titles are usually more appealing. Abbreviations in the title are okay “if” they are widely used in the broader chemistry community. Examples of acceptable abbreviations include LC, UV, NMR, ICP, XRD, CV…
Each study author must have made an appropriate contribution to the submitted work. You are not being asked to define these contributions within this submission. Co-first authors can be indicated, if two individuals contributed equally to the work. The corresponding author is typically listed last, and labeled with an asterisk
Affiliations should include the name of the institution/ department, and full mailing address (not just city/ country).  Emails of co-authors may also be include. An Email for the corresponding author is required.   
2. Abstract

A 50 to 200 word (maximum) summary of the study. Write in paragraph format. Do not include references or footnotes for the abstract, as this abstract will be shared online only.  A properly written abstract should not only focus on background. It should present the main subject area of the work, defining the specific question(s) asked, your general methodology, (some) results (typically including numbers), and significance of the findings.  In essence, the abstract is a full summary of all aspects of your work.    

3. Introduction

There is no set limit to the length of the introduction. However, an introduction should quickly establish the specific research area, and motivate why the study was conducted. Extended sections on “general background” should be avoided. Citations to prior work which defines the scope of the area, and on which the current study builds should be included. After reviewing your intro, the reader should appreciate the limitations of prior studies and why your specific work is important. They should know what question(s) are being addressed, and the general approach to answer these questions.
  
4. Methods 
The methods should describe the work in sufficient detail such that someone in your field can fully appreciate the results being presented. They may not have “all” details to repeat your work in their lab, but the key strategies should be provided.  This includes the source of materials, the instruments used, sample preparation strategies, and data analysis. The methods section should never expand on ‘why’ a particular experiment was conducted. Focus only on the ‘how’.  The methods section can also present any developed theory (if applicable).

5. Results

Consider the adage of ‘show, don’t tell’ as a guiding principle.  Include appropriate figures and tables to summarize key results.  Figures must always be mentioned in the text, BEFORE they appear in the article.  There is no limit to the number of figures that can be presented. However, care should be taken to condense the information.  For example, if multiple spectra or chromatograms can be overlayed in a single image, this not only saves space but allows more immediate comparison of data. There is no need to repeat data from a figure in a separate table (chose the most appropriate). And there is no need to repeat all the key results of a figure or table in the main text.  But it is appropriate to point out relevant features or trends from the data. The main text surrounding these figures should not expand on how these data were acquired (that’s left to the methods). 

6. Discussion (can be merged with Results as a single section)

Results show your reader what you found.  The discussion interprets the meaning of these results, why they are important, and what implications they may have. It is certainly appropriate to combine the results and discussions into a single section. Some find it easier to write this way.  The discussion expands on the context of the data – describing whether the results are ‘good/bad’ or ‘expected/unusual’. A discussion will often attempt to explain why the results appear as they do. They compare data to prior findings, highlighting similarities or differences. They expand on the research hypothesis and whether the findings support the premise of the experiment, or refute it. The ‘big picture’ significance of the work is described in a discussion section.
 
7. Conclusions

A conclusion offers a wholistic summary of the work, having now reviewed it in its entirety. Consider this a summary, but not necessarily of every point made.  Be concise, focusing on the most important point(s) only.  It can be articulated what the article provided that is fundamentally novel from prior studies, and also why this finding is significant.  Consider ‘what’s next’ balancing short term next steps from long term potential implications of the work.
 
8. Declarations

This can be further divided into subsections, including an acknowledgements, any author declations (financial or otherwise), reference to data repositories, further author information, etc.  As this is a book, and not a serialized journal, there will be no supplementary information.  Any data or details you wish to present must be included in the main body of the submission.

9. References
Specific formatting details are provided in the attached document. All articles (or books, or other) listed in reference section must be cited in the text.


Brief Contributions:
These truly are ‘short communications. Either because you have only one or two key results to describe, which can be easily explained. Or, because you want to highlight findings using minimal description.  Due to their length (2500 words max, including ‘everything’… references, figure captions, title, you name it), the organization is slightly different from standard or extended communications:
1. Title, authors & affiliations
Exactly the same as above… Your title should be a brief, descriptive overview of your work (maximum 20 words or 150 characters). Avoid unnecessary terms such as “A study on…” Shorter titles are usually more appealing. Abbreviations in the title are okay “if” they are widely used in the broader chemistry community. Examples of acceptable abbreviations include LC, UV, NMR, ICP, XRD, CV…
Each study author must have made an appropriate contribution to the submitted work. You are not being asked to define these contributions within this submission. Co-first authors can be indicated, if two individuals contributed equally to the work. The corresponding author is typically listed last, and labeled with an asterisk
Affiliations should include the name of the institution/ department, and full mailing address (not just city/ country).  Emails of co-authors may also be include. An Email for the corresponding author is required.   
2. Abstract

Again, exactly the same… A 50 to 200 word (maximum) summary of the study. Write in paragraph format. Do not include references or footnotes for the abstract, as this abstract will be shared online only.  A properly written abstract should not only focus on background. It should present the main subject area of the work, defining the specific question(s) asked, your general methodology, (some) results (typically including numbers), and significance of the findings.  In essence, the abstract is a full summary of all aspects of your work.    

3. Main Body

Consider this a merger of introduction, some methods, results and discussion all in one. Open with at most one or two paragraphs describing the relevant background and specifically stating the research question to be addressed. You should cite key references as appropriate.
Then, organize and present your results, in paragraph structure, with subheadings if appropriate (ie if you have more than one key finding to discuss). Open each paragraph outlining the specific goal of ‘that’ experiment. Summarize the general strategy. Present the results and discuss the significance. This could take more than one paragraph to accomplish. Then, start a new section, again outlining the goal of this next experiment, your general strategy, results, and discussion.
You must include figures or tables that “show” your results. Don’t spend too much space describing background or methodology under each of these sections. The focus is still on outlining results and interpreting their significance.
You may close this section with a paragraph that discusses the results together, expanding on their broader significance in the field.

4. Methods in Brief

You may not have sufficient details to provide all necessary information to repeat the experiment.  However, you may rely more heavily on previously published descriptions. For methods that are routine in your field, descriptions can be minimal. Focus on the most unique aspects of the experiment that were necessary for obtaining the results.  Recommended <400 words.

5. Significance Statement
Replacing an extended conclusion (which typically also summarized the work). Aim for a 1-2 sentence statement on the main takeaway of the work and why it is important.

6. Declarations

(same as above) This can be further divided into subsections, including an acknowledgements, any author declarations (financial or otherwise), reference to data repositories, further author information, etc.  As this is a book, and not a serialized journal, there will be no supplementary information.  Any data or details you wish to present must be included in the main body of the submission.

7. References
(same as above) Specific formatting details are provided in the attached document. All articles (or books, or other) listed in reference section must be cited in the text.

