
 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S              NOTES 

My name is Christine Cousins 
and I am the new editor of the 
CSASS Newsletter. Many of 
you may recognize me from 
ICASS 2007, ICASS 2008, and 
Enviroanalysis 2008. This is the 
first newsletter that CSASS has 

had in a while, however, we will be moving to 
a quarterly publication schedule. Please feel 
free to contact me with suggestions, 
submissions, advertisements and responses to 
articles. As a CSASS member, this newsletter 
is YOUR communication resource! 
 
ccousins@mirarco.org, 705-675-1151 x1516 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

ICASS 2009 
The International Conference on Analytical 
Sciences and Spectroscopy is an important 
annual CSASS event. This year the 55th ICASS 
will be held in Kingston from August 9-12th – 
so keep your calendars open. More details 
are available at www.icass.ca. 
 
OTHER CONFERENCES 
Have a conference you feel is not to be 
missed by your fellow CSASSers? Let me know 
and I’ll post the info in our next newsletter. 
 
WORKSHOPS 
Stay tuned... 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Happy New Year!!  I hope that 2009 brings 
good health and prosperity to you all. 
 
This is our first CSASS newsletter in a very long 
time, and I would like to thank Christine Cousins 
for being willing to take on this role.  She is very 
dedicated to producing these newsletters at 
regular intervals and I encourage all of you to 
submit contributions to her.  The newsletter will 
be distributed to all members electronically, as 
well as being posted on the society website. 
 
The past year has held some very successful 
events for CSASS, both at national and local 
section levels.  The 54th ICASS was held at John 
Abbott College in St-Anne-de Bellevue, Quebec 
from August 3-6th, and was well attended.  A 
special thanks goes to Bruce Sithole and his 
committee for their hard work organizing this 
conference.  Please read through the highlights in 
this newsletter for more information on the 54th 
ICASS and other events throughout the year. 
 
If any of you are interested in helping with your 
local section, please contact your section director 
or chair.  Being involved with the organization of 
local section events can be very rewarding, and 
is much appreciated. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you throughout 
the year, perhaps at the 55th ICASS being held 
in Kingston, Ontario in August, or at local section 
events. 

Teresa Switzer 



 

ICASS 2008 Conference Dinner 

Boat Cruise on the St. Lawrence River 

(cruisin’ spectroscopists) 

2008 SOCIETY AWARDS 

Gerhard Herzberg Award 
This award recognizes a 
Canadian scientist’s distinguished 
career contributions to the field 
of spectroscopy. Congratulations 
to Prof. Pierre Harvey of the 
Université de Sherbrooke, Sherbrooke, 
Quebec.  A pioneer in the spectroscopic study 
of (bio)inorganic photochemistry, Prof. Harvey 
was recently inducted as a Japan Society for 
the Promotion of Science Fellow. Prof. 
Harvey’s work is known for its innovativeness, 
its depth, and its thoroughness. Furthermore, 
his presentations have a high “wow”-factor 
and are a must-see at any conference.  
 
Smiths Dectection Award 
This award recognizes significant 
achievements in the field of 
spectroscopy. This year’s 
recipient is Dr. Eric Reiner of the 
Ministry of the Environment, 
Government of Ontario, Toronto, Ontario for 
his achievements in the application of 
spectroscopy to the ultra-trace analysis of 
environmental pollutants.  Dr. Reiner is a 
prolific contributor to the academic field of 
dioxin and furan analysis.  May he continue 
his significant contributions to spectroscopy! 
 
Distinguished Service Award 

We recognize Prof. Marc Lamoureux 
of St. Mary’s University, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia for his dedicated history 
of service within our society, up to and 

including the role of CSASS president. Prof. 
Lamoureaux continued his support of CSASS 
as our Atlantic Canada Society Director for 
many years. 
 
 

Distinguished Service Award 
Dr. Victor Benham is our current Ottawa 
Valley Society Director and has 
been active in our society for many 
years.  His past involvement with 
CSASS included International Liason 
Chair. Thank you to Dr. Benham for his 
continued commitment to our society! 
 

2008 STUDENT AWARDS 

 
 
Varian Canada Student Bursary Award 
This bursary recognizes exceptional students 
who have shown interest/involvement in 
CSASS. 
Graduate – Alexandre Rodrigue-Witchel, 
Université de Montréal, Montréal, Quebec 
 
CSASS Student Travel Awards 
These bursaries assist students in travelling to, 
and presenting at, the annual ICASS 
conference. 
Undergraduate – Christina Sun, Queen’s 
University, Kingston, Ontario 
Graduate – Christine Cousins, Laurentian 
University, Sudbury, Ontario 
 

BECOMING A MEMBER 
 
CSASS is pleased to welcome any new 
members, particularly those who joined at this 
year’s ICASS. 
To begin or to renew your membership, visit: 

www.csass.org/memform.pdf 
 
 
 



2008 HIGHLIGHTS 

This past year has been a busy one for 
CSASS. There have been numerous major 
North American conferences for 
spectroscopists, including: the Winter 
Conference on Plasma Spectrochemistry, 
Enviroanalysis, and ICASS. 
 
ICASS 2008 
Many thanks to Bruce Sithole, Chairman of this 
year’s ICASS.  The 54th ICASS (August 3-6th) 
was held at John Abbott College in St-Anne-
de Bellevue, Quebec.  A special symposium 
honoured Prof. Joseph Hubert (Université de 
Montréal, Montréal, Quebec) for his 
contributions to the field of analytical 
chemistry.  Participants came from all across 
Canada, as well as the United States, France, 
Switzerland, and Japan. 
 
Enviroanalysis 2008 
This biannual conference was held June 23-
25th in Toronto, Ontario, with a special focus 
on mass spectrometry.  The opening plenary 
lecturers included: Dr. Ron Hites (Indiana 
University, Bloomington, Indiana), Dr. Donald 
G. Patterson (EnviroSolutions Consulting, Inc., 
Jasper, Georgia), and Dr. Teresa Norberg-
King (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency). 
 
Winter Plasma Conference 2008 
From January 7-12th, spectroscopists from all 
around the world met in Temecula, California 
to talk about the latest advances and 
applications, as well as to eat olives and drink 
wine. This intensive, 6-day meeting is a bi-
annual event. Join us in Fort Meyers, Florida in 
2010. 
 
FTIR Workshop 
Southern Ontario 
This well-attended workshop was put on with 
the support of technical specialists from 
Varian Canada, Perkin Elmer, and Thermo  
 
 

 
 
Scientific.  For those interested in hosting this 
workshop in 2009, please contact your Local 
Section Chair! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CJASS 
Consider submitting to our society’s journal! 
Current issues can be found online at: 
www.csass.org/cjass or at www.cjass.org. 
 
CJASS is a bilingual 
publication that accepts 
both theoretical and 
experimental papers. 

 
 

 
Canadian Journal of 
Analytical Sciences 
and Spectroscopy 
 

CONDENSED MEETING MINUTES 

The AGM (August 6th, 2008) 
This year’s AGM was held upon the conclusion 
of ICASS 2008. These were the most 
prominent issues addressed: 

• Are we going to continue producing our 
society journal CJASS (Canadian Journal 
of Analytical Science and Spectroscopy)? 

• How are we best going to increase our 
society membership? In particular, how 
should we encourage multi-year 
membership? 

 
The NEC (August 3rd, 2008) 
The National Executive Council’s meeting 
focused on: 

• Increasing the accuracy of our active 
membership listings. 

• Easing the transition for our new journal 
executives. 

• The potential for another cross-Canada 
SAS speaker tour. 



OBITUARIES 
 

 Dr. Gene Strumila 

March 22, 1948 - Oct 1, 2008 

 

Dr. Gene Strumila, a colleague to many 
spectroscopists across Canada, passed away 
on October 1, 2008, at his home in Brampton, 
Ontario.  His death was unexpected and 
came at a period in his life when he was 
involved in a new professional challenge with 
his customary enthusiasm. 
 
Gene obtained a Ph.D. in Chemical 
Engineering from the University of Toronto in 
1977.  His Ph.D. dissertation and his early 
research career were focused on pulp and 
paper chemistry, but he soon gravitated into 
the field of scientific instrumentation, 
specializing in infrared and Raman 
spectroscopy.  From his Toronto base, Gene 
occupied a series of national sales, 
applications, and managerial positions with 
Bio-Rad, Nicolet, Digilab, and Varian.  At the 
time of his death, he was Product Manager 
for New Business Development in Process 
Analytical Technology at Varian.  
 
Gene’s long, successful career attests to 
business acumen and hard work, but he 
excelled because of his passion for science 
and technology and his genuine interest in his 
customers’ research and applications, an 
interest that did not end when the sale was 
made or when the instrument was delivered.  
Rather, Gene assisted his customers in any 
way he could, providing them with the benefit 
of his vast technical knowledge and the 
resources available to him.  As a consequence, 
Gene contributed to the achievements of 
many of the researchers, graduate students, 
and industrial scientists whose paths he 
crossed.  His impact is well exemplified in the 

tribute paid to Gene by Professors Ashraf 
Ismail and Fred van de Voort, co-founders of 
the McGill IR Group in the Department of 
Food Science and Agricultural Chemistry of 
McGill University: “For over 20 years, Gene 
Strumila was our champion, our valued 
advisor, and our good friend.  In 1990, he 
supported our vision of creating a research 
facility dedicated to advancing biological 
and bio-analytical FTIR spectroscopy and 
making FTIR a practical analytical tool for the 
food industry, and he had a fundamental role 
in making it come to fruition.  He was 
effectively a co-founder and sustaining 
member of the McGill IR Group.” 
 
At Gene’s memorial service, he was 
remembered as a truly kind man, a devoted 
husband to his beloved wife, Laima, from their 
days as high school sweethearts until her 
death in December 2006, a caring son and 
brother, a doting godfather to his nephew 
Justin, a loyal and supportive friend, a 
convivial host, great cook, and wine 
connoisseur, and an excellent conversationalist 
with a keen interest in so many aspects of life, 
but above all science.  Those of us who knew 
Gene in his professional capacity not only 
mark his passing with respect but also 
recognize in these remembrances many of the 
qualities that we will fondly remember. 
He will be missed. 
 
Thank you to Jonah Kirkwood (Varian Canada, Inc.) 
for this contribution. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 



 
2009 National Executive of CSASS 
 

President 
Teresa Switzer 
Teresa.Switzer@kinectrics.com 
Phone: 416-207-6000 x6267 
Fax: 416-207-5550 

  

 

Vice-President 
Graeme Spiers 
gspiers@mirarco.org 
Phone: 705-675-1151 x5087 
Fax: 705-675-4838 

  

 

Secretary 
Kate Stepniewska 
stepnkate@matthey.com 
Phone: 905-453-6120 x5946 
Fax: 905-454-6865 

  

 

Treasurer 
Ana Delgado 
Ana.Delgado@nrc.gc.ca 
Phone: 613-993-3719 
Fax: 6130-954-5984 

  

 

Past President 
Diane Beauchemin 
Beauchm@chem.queensu.ca 
Phone: 613-533-2619 
Fax: 613-533-6669 

  

 

Student Representative 
TBA 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 

 
2009 Directors of the Society 
 

 

Vacouver/Victoria 
Ed F. Paski 
epaski@direct.ca 
Phone: 604-929-3213 

 
  

 

BC Interior 
Kingsley Donkor 
kdonkor@tru.ca 
Phone: 250-828-5406 

 
  

 

Prairie Provinces 
Tim Freeman 
timothy.freeman@perkinelmer.com 
Phone: 780-906-1116 
 

  

 

Southern Ontario 
Otto Herrmann 
Otto.Herrmann@kinectrics.ca 
Phone: 416-207-6262 

 
  

 

Northern Ontario 
Graeme Spiers 
gspiers@mirarco.org 
Phone: 705-675-1151 x5087 
Fax: 705-675-4838 

  

 

Ottawa Valley 
Victor Benham 
cw400@ncf.ca 
Phone: 819-684-4936 
 

  

 

Quebec Province 
Bruce Sithole 
bsithole@paprican.ca 
Phone: 514-630-4101 x2371 

 

 



 
2009 National Committee Chairs 
 

 

Membership 
Ana Delgado 
Ana.Delgado@nrc.gc.ca 
Phone: 613-993-3719 
Fax: 6130-954-5984 

  

 

Awards 
Ralph Sturgeon 
Ralph.Sturgeon@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca 
Phone: 613-993-6395 

 
  

 

National Programs 
Richard Denis 
Richard.Denis@perkinelmer.com 
Phone: 800-530-8447 x4210-308 
Fax: 905-890-5775 

  

 

Webmaster 
Alison Holliday 
ahollid1@swarthmore.edu 
Phone: 610-328-8608 
Fax:  610-328-7355 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
2009 Local Section Chairs 
 

 

Vacouver/Victoria 
Mark Saffari 
Mark.Saffari@ec.gc.ca 
Phone: 604-929-3213 

 
  

 

BC Interior 
Rob O’Brien 
Rob.Obrien@ubc.ca 
Phone: 250-807-9569 
Fax: 250-807-8005 

  

 

Edmonton/Alberta 
Roxanne Gill 
roxanneg@envirotest.com 
Phone: 780-413-6480 
 

  

 

Northern Ontario 
G. Spiers 
gspiers@mirarco.org 
Phone: 705-675-1151 x5087 
Fax: 705-675-4838 

  
Southern Ontario 
Teresa Switzer 
Teresa.Switzer@kinectrics.com 
Phone: 416-207-6000 x6267 
Fax: 416-207-5550 

  

 

Ottawa Valley 
Ana Delgado 
Ana.Delgado@nrc.gc.ca 
Phone: 613-993-3719 
Fax: 6130-954-5984 

  

 

Quebec Province 
Michel Pézolet 
Michel.pezolet@chm.ulaval.ca 
Phone: 418-656-2481 

 


